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Les civilisations gréco-romaine et orientale anciennes en traduction

Abstract: As long as expressiveness is the main identification point
of the ancient epic poetry, stylistic devices and especially epithet
is the basic artistic feature. In the works by the research authors
epithet is the main lexical-grammatical unit, which highly enhances
the readers’ realistic perception and intensifies the situation.Epithet
has both a cognitive and an aesthetic-emotional nature.

The translation of epithets is of particular importance while
expressing the texts from the ancient epic poetry in Georgian
language. During the translation of the texts by Homer, Apollonius
and Vergil (The Iliad, Odysseus, Argonautica, Aeneid), in the issue
of translating epithets into Georgian, we come across several
different realities:

Epithets are presented with absolute accuracy, preserving
contextual, grammatical and lexical aspects. To illustrate, we can
give examples: gpilokteavwtate — greedy (Agamemnon); &vriféw
— godlike (Odysseus); Svoavyns — boastful (men); oculus referent —
strongholds (towers).

There are used different lexical units having the same semantic
meaning for conveying the same epithet: xopvOaiodog - with the
shiny shield / with the shiny helmet; Oxpoadéws - brave / courageous
/ fearless; &piorets — famous / respected; pulcherrima — pretty /
beautiful.

The epithets are set out in terms of the same semantic point, but
metaphorically — with different lexical units. When translating
epithets, contextual and linguistic characteristics are preserved. The
mentioned way is used by the epic writers for conveying the content
more artistically and for intensifying the reader’s emotional features:
0 & #jie vkt éoikws — like the night (Apollo); oTvyepds — awful in
his face and strength (Heracles); scelerus — dishonest (Diomedes);
ingens — defiant (walls).

Epithets are presented metaphorically, with a different lexical unit
that is true to the context, but semantically so different from the
original, that the reader may perceive it differently: aBaviroio -
fragrant (hair); vyAig — wild (Heracles); &taptypds — unconscious
(Mentor); semivir — Eunuch (Aeneas); socius — kind (word) urbs -
kind and warrior, full of abundance (Carthage).

The epithets are completely different from the original text. They
are translated completely differently: ¢ifpic — dull (Heracles); obnixi
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— sharpened or added by the translator: the inevitable case of fate;
godless (grooms); the killer of his father — epithet is added by the
translator according to the context, though such epithet is not given
in original text (SoAounTwy, 6 ol matépa KAVTOV EKTa).

During the translation of epithets from ancient epic poetry there
are three main reasons for this kind of lexical variation: there is
no lexical unit in the translation language that is unique to the
transcript used in the original text; The author is forced to modify
the epithet according to the context or situation in order to make
it understandable for the reader; The author wants to add artistic
diversity to the text.

Key words: ancient epic poetry, epithet, translation, Homer,
Apollonius, Vergil
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