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Abstract: Good translation requires the specific attitude, creativity
and determination. A translator is obliged not only to transfer
meaning across the time, place, and language, but also to capture
the intonation, mood, and innuendo while making the text sound
authentic. The target texts of the dead languages of ancient Greek
and Classical Latin take the particular efforts of poetry translation.
We also need to keep in mind that antique poetry does not rely
on cadence. Rhythm in the poetry of these languages is created
by regular sequence of long and short syllables — their length, or
quantity (quantitative meter), gives their prosody this quantitative
metric. Considering this, translation of Greco-Roman meters into
Georgian language is dubious from the beginning since Georgian
prosody is qualitative,as the rhythm is established by a fixed
number of syllables in each line (syllabic prosody) or by a regular
sequence of accented and non-accented syllables (accentual-syllabic
prosody). Both cases are fundamentally different from the prosody
of Greco-Roman, making their transfer into Georgian a matter of

relatively arbitrary choice by the translator.
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The translation of Roman classical poets’ texts differ from one
another in terms of their difficulty: authors translated by us -
poetry of Ovid, Horace, Propertius, Tibullus, Catullus, and Vergil
are each accompanied by their own set of challenges. However, in
the scope of this paper we are going to only focus on peculiarities
of Vergil’s Bucolic poetry.

Publius Vergilius Maro, or Virgil, was one of the most prominent
poets of his day. The Bucolics, also known as the Eclogues, are
some of Virgil’s earliest works, and delivers the troubles and joys of
being close to the nature, that involve singing competitions among
shepherds, and stories of a shepherd’s unrequited love.

For Virgil, the sound of his poetry is paramount, transcending
even the close attention he pays to the village life, labor, and rural
diversions. In Virigl’s Latin, these aesthetics are so closely tied to
the sound and meter that the full strength and beauty of his work
remain forever enshrined in their original language. The external
brilliance of his poetry is found in every line, which is filled with
great energy and movement.

For Virgil the linkages between words, their natural attractions or
repulsions is of critical importance, while the message contained is
secondary. This feature makes the translator’s task doubly difficult.
By contrast, other poets may focus their talents on the ferocity of
sentiments, hidden irony, or semitones. Catullus for examples uses
his poetry to defy modesty and delight in candor. While each poet
comes with its own unique set of social and linguistic obstacles,
still, the transfer of these from one language into another is possible
in principle. This is not the case with the brilliance of a line of
Virgil.

Furthermore, Vergil’s Bucolics can be classified as lyrical only
arbitrary. This is not the lyricism familiar to a modern reader. This
peculiarity of Vergil’s poetry should undoubtedly be taken into
consideration by the translator, as excessive lyricism will move the
translated text further away from the original, which would be a
‘betrayal’ of the Roman poet.

Moreover, since bucolic poetry is written in dactylic hexameter
additional difficulty is created by non-existence of an equivalent
meter to this hexameter in Georgian language. Artificially created
meters rarely work well and the usage of ‘Besikuri’ fourteen-syllable
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meter, which is the most frequently used meter for translational
texts, is unsuitable due to its intonation.

Keywords: poetry translation, ancient poetry, translation of Greek
and Roman literature, particularities of Virgil’s bucolic poetry
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